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Patio covers are defined as one-story structures, not exceeding 12 feet in height, and are used 
only for recreational, outdoor living purposes and not as carports, garages, storage rooms, 
habitable rooms, or 2nd floor sun decks or balconies. 
 
NOTE: Patio slabs WITHOUT an overhead (cover) structure DO NOT require a building permit. 
 
DRAWINGS REQUIRED: No specific drawings are required when constructing a residential patio 
using this handout. Simply fill out the “Residential Patio Cover Form” (Fourth page of this 
handout) and, use the attached sample plot plan as a guide, draw your plot plan on a separate 
sheet of paper. Return four (4) copies of these to the Building Division counter to start your 
permit process. 
 
Residential patio covers not constructed to the standards in this handout and all commercial 
patio covers require four sets of complete engineered drawings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The information and requirements outlined in this handout are applicable to residential patio covers only. 



GENERAL NOTES 
 

1. This handout applies only to flat roof system-slopes less than 2 inch per foot. This 
handout does not apply to snow loads, tile roofs, decks above patio, truss roof system, or 
attachment to metal frame homes. 

2. All construction materials and workmanship must conform to the latest adopted edition of 
the California Building Code. 

3. The overall lateral stability of the structure is subject to the Building Inspector’s approval, 
and additional bracing may be required. 

4. All footing excavations, forms, reinforcement, and column bases must be inspected and 
approved by the Building Inspector prior to placement of any concrete. All excavations 
must be level, clean, dry and contain no loose earth or other foreign material. 

5. All concrete shall be: 1 part cement to 2 parts sand to 3 parts gravel, and shall obtain a 
minimum ultimate compressive strength of 2,000 PSI at 28 days. 

6. All lumber, plywood, particle board, etc. must conform to the applicable standard under 
which it was graded and must be so identified by a grade mark (stamp). 

7. All lumber must be of the following grades: Rafters/Joists (2x, 3x).#2; Beams (4x).#2; 
Beams (6x and larger)..#1; Posts/Columns # 1. 

8. Plywood must be structural 11 or C-D grade minimum, with exterior grade glue, unless 
otherwise noted. Each sheet must be stamped with a registered grade stamp “DFPA” or 
“APA”. 

9. Structural members must not be cut, notched or bored in any manner (except as specified 
in the California Building Code and approved by the Building Inspector). 

10. All beams, headers, rafters, joists, etc. must be set with the crown side up. 
11. Post/columns must be supported by concrete piers or metal pedestals that project at least 

6 inches above exposed ground and at least 1 inch above a concrete slab that entirely 
surrounds and adjoins the post/column a minimum of 18 inches in width. 

12. All bolts must be a minimum nominal diameter of ½ inch, unless otherwise noted, each 
bolt must have a nut and a standard cut washer under both the head and nut, holes for 
bolts must be bored 1/32 inch to 1/16 inch larger than the nominal bolt diameter. Lag 
screws must have a standard cut washer under the head and must be installed pre-bored 
(lead) holes of approximately 75% of the shank diameter. 

13. All framing hardware and connectors (straps, joist hangers, post caps, column bases, etc.) 
must be “Simpson Strong-Tie” or equal. 

14. All bolts, screws, hardware, etc. must be of an approved corrosion-resistant type. 
15. All lumber exposed to the exterior shall be weather protected with an approved exterior 

paint or equivalent sealant. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LATTICE PATIO COVER - NOTES 
 

1. Lattice: All lattice to be installed on top of the roof rafters. Spaced lattice must be 2 X 2 inches 
minimum. Diamond lattice must be architectural grade and subject to the approval of the Building 
Inspector. 

2. Inspections Required:  Footings and Final 
 

FOOTINGS 
WIDTH      LENGTH    DEPTH PATIO SIZE 

                  12”    X       12”     X   12” Up to 106 square feet 
                  16”    X       16”     X   12” Over 106 square feet 
 

RAFTERS 
 SIZE SPACING MAX. SPAN 
2 X 6 12” O. C. 19’-6” 

16” O. C. 17’-6” 
24” O. C. 15’-6” 

2 X 8  12” O. C. 25’-6” 
16” O. C. 23’-6” 
24” O. C. 20’-6” 

2 X 10 12” O. C. 32’-0” 
16” O. C. 29’-6” 
24” O.C. 26’-0” 

 
 

SOLID PATIO COVER - NOTES 
 

1. Sheathing: must be a minimum of 15/32” thick with a panel rating of 24/0; must be installed with 
the face grain perpendicular to the rafters; must be continuous over two or more rafters with the 
joints staggered; and must be fastened to the rafters with 8d nails spaced at 6” O. C. at edges and 
12” O. C. at intermediate supports. Joints must occur over a rafter. 

2. Roofing: Roofs with less than a 2:12 slope require: “Torch Down”, “Hot Mopped”, or rolled roofing 
with 90 lb. min. felt underlayment be installed. Asphalt Shingles and/or Tile are not allowed on roof 
slopes with less than 2:12 pitch. 

3. Inspections Required:  Footings, Roof Sheathing and Final 
 

FOOTINGS 
WIDTH      LENGTH    DEPTH PATIO SIZE 

                  14”    X       14”     X   12” Up to 106 square feet 
                  20”    X       20”     X   12” Over 106 square feet 
 

 

HEADERS 
SIZE POST/COL MAX. 

SPACING 
4 X 6 8 Feet 
4 X 8 10 Feet 

4 X 10 12 Feet 

4 X 12 14 Feet 

RAFTERS 
 SIZE SPACING MAX. SPAN 
2 X 6 12” O. C. 15’-6” 

16” O. C. 13’-6” 
24” O. C. 11’-0” 

2 X 8  12” O. C. 20’-6” 
16” O. C. 17’-6” 
24” O. C. 14’-0” 

2 X 10 12” O. C. 26’-0” 
16” O. C. 22’-6” 
24” O.C. 18’-6” 

2 X 12 
 
 

12” O. C. 30’-0” 
16” O. C. 26’-6” 
24” O. C. 23’-0” 

HEADERS 
SIZE POST/COL MAX 

SPACING 
4 X 8 8 Feet 

4 X 10 10 Feet 
4 X 12 12 Feet 
4 X 14 14 Feet 



 
RESIDENTIAL PATIO COVER FORM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All forms and plans are required to be submitted in sets of four (4). 

 
 
Patio Size:     __________ X __________ = _______________ Sq. Ft. 
 
 
Setbacks:    Left Side____________ Right Side____________ Rear____________ 
(Facing Front) 
 
Type of Cover:    _____Lattice    _____Solid    _____Attached _____Detached 
 
 
Footing Size: Width__________ X Length__________ X Depth__________ 
 
 
Posts: Size: __________ X __________          Spacing: _________O.C. 
 
 
Detached Lateral Bracing Size: __________ X __________ 
 
 
Header/Beam: Size: __________ X __________ 
 
 
Rafters: Size: ________ X _________  Spacing: ________O.C.  Span: ________ 
 
 
Ledger: Size: __________ X __________ 
 
 
                                  Roofing Material (Solid Covers Only):  
 

                                                                                                                                                                         
 
Note: Roofs with less than a 2:12 slope require: “Torch Down”, “Hot Mopped”, or rolled roofing 
with 90 lb. min. felt underlayment to be installed. Asphalt Shingles and/or Tile are not allowed on 
roof slopes with less than 2:12 pitch. 
 

 

Note: This form is to be used only when the patio cover is being built in accordance with standard city 
specifications shown in this handout. 

• Detached patio covers must include lateral bracing. 

• All non-standard patio covers and 2nd story decks/balconies require formal engineered plans with 
two original copies wet sealed and wet signed  



 

Sample Plot Plan ‐ Patio Cover 

The following information shall be included on the plot plan: 

1. Lot size and location of house on lot. (The number of feet from property lines to the outside walls of 
the house.) The location of the property lines may vary. Check with the Planning Division for the 
location of your front property line, lot setbacks and/or any easements. 

2. Location and square footage of all proposed and existing structures on property. 
3. Maximum lot coverage is 30%. 
4. Location and size of all driveway/s. 
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PATIO COVER DETAILS 
 

 
TYPICAL ELEVATION (FRONT VIEW) 

 

 
TYPICAL CROSS SECTION (SIDE VIEW) 


